Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ISTANB 03618 311020Z 
11 

ACTION OC-05 
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AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

CONFIDENTIAL ISTANBUL 3618 

BEIRUT FOR RCO 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ACOM, ASUP, GR, TU 

SUBJECT: TDY COMMUNICATOR FOR ATHENS 

REF: STATE 257428 (NOTAL) 

1. POST RELUCTANTLY SUBMITS NAME OF MRS. LYDIA ANN ALLEN IN 
RESPONSE TO DEPT. REQUEST FOR TSY COMMUNICATOR. AS DEPT. 

AWARE STAFF, WHICH HAS BEEN SHORT-HANDED MOST OF YEAR, 

RECENTLY BROUGHT TO FULL STRENGTH WITH ADDITION OF MRS. ALLEN 
WHO JUST GETTING SETTLED AND SCHEDULE TO MOVE TO PERMANENT 
QUARTERS. CHIEF OF C&R WILL LOSE APPROXIMATELY 100 HOURS 
ANNUAL LEAVE AT CONCLUSION OF THIS YEAR, AND REMAINING 
COMMUNICATOR, WHO HAS NOT HAD ANY ANNUAL LEAVE SO FAR THIS YEAR, 
WAS SCHEDULED FOR LEAVE IN NOVEMBER. 

2. CONGEN IS ALSO IN MIDST OF MAJOR ADDITION TO COMMUNICATIONS 
SYSTEM (SKYLINK) WHICH REQUIRES INPUT FROM C&R PERSONNEL. 

SKYLINK PROJECT NOT SCHEDULED FOR COMPLETION UNTIL MID-DECEMBER. 

3. AS DEPT. ALSO AWARE, POST HAS BEEN F.XPF.R TEN C.F.TN G SEVERE 
DIFFICULTIES WITH ITS TELEPHONE SYSTEM.EARLIER THIS MONTH FOR FOUR 
AND ONE HALF DAYS WE WERE UNABLE TO COMMUNICATE BETWEEN OFFICES 
IN CONGEN COMPOUND DURING TIME WHEN THERE WERE STUDENT DEMON- 
STRATIONS AND POTENTIAL SECURITYTHREATS AGAINST CONSULATE. DESPITE 
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REPAIRING SYSTEM, CAUSE OF OUTAGE STILL NOT IDENTIFIED. WE COULD 
LOST SYSTEM AGAIN AT ANY TIME. CEO/T TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED 
FOR REVISIT NOV. 7 DURING WHICH TIME WE HOPE SOME PROGRESS CAN BE 
MADE IN REPAIRING SYSTEM. 

4. FOR ABOVE REASONS WE HOPE THAT DEPT. WILL FIND IT NOT RPT NOT 
NECESSARY TO ASSIGN COMMUNICATOR FROM THIS POST FOR TDY ATHENS. 

IF SUCH TDY IS REQUIRED, MRS. ALLEN MUST RETURN TO ISTANBUL NO LATER 
THAN DEC . 5. 

MACE 
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